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Ontario Minister of Finance Rod Phillips (centre) announces the province’s economic statement as Minister of NEWS Page 1 
Health Christine Elliott (left) watches at Queen’s Park on Mar. 25, 2020. (Submitted) a 


The impact felt by the COVID-19 Coronavirus Phillips, also puts the province’s deficit for 2020- Ri i f 
will “define a generation,” the province’s finance 21 at an astonishing $20.5 billion, more than ene org, 
minister said Wednesday as Ontario rolled outa double the projections from a year earlier. 6 
$17 billion package to support businesses and in- “COVID-19 is our moment,” said Phillips, who gives to local 
apa + aes Se ee i apna need . postpone ae ae 
The ongoing effects caused by the pandemic, udget until late this year in order to get a handle : 
which has grown to impact virtually every resi- on the full spectrum of economic impact. hospitals to 
dent in communities throughout Peel, the GTA The situation is “fast-moving,” continued x 
and beyond, led the province to issue a stark eco- Phillips, speaking to prior financial projections fight VIrus 
nomic statement - forecasting that Ontario’s un- becoming obsolete as multiple levels of govern- 
certainty is “above usual” and presuming thatthe ment deal with unexpected service level in- 
province will have no growth for the coming fis- creases, deferred payments and _ critical » BUSINESS Pg 17 
cal ee ek ‘ 1a Paes to keep basic government running in 
To that end, the province has unveiled a sup- the short-term. ° 
port package which includes a cash inflow for the To that end, the Canadian Senate also put the Mayors Sign 
healthcare sector, direct payments to parents, final stamp on an $75 billion stimulus package 5 
and tax breaks for businesses. that will provide $2,000 per month, for the next Declaration of 
$7 billion will go directly to the province’s four months, to residents who’ve lost their job, 
health care and family sectors, while $10 billion don’t qualify for employment insurance (EI) or 
in taxes and other payments will be deferred haven’t received payment from their employer. 
until an as-yet-unrevealed time. 
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Did you know we have a map that helps 
people find community food programs? 
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The Peel Food Map is an interactive 


web map that allows residents 92 

and social service agencies to 
access information about food ea 

programs and organizations, rs Nel a 4 
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and Mississauga, sorted by 


categories and locations. 
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Local Brampton MP tests positive for COVID-19 


Brampton West 


MP Kamal Khera 
announced that she 
has tested positive 


Kamal Khera (right), as seen in a photo with fellow Liberal MP Sonia Sidhu (left) dur- 
ing an event hosted in late 2019. Khera is the first federal MP to test positive for the 
COVID-19 Coronavirus. (PWN Staff Photo) 


for COVID-19, after 
being tested for the 
virus on Monday at 
Peel Memorial’s 


yr i 


COVID-19 Assess- 
ment Centre. 

“On Saturday 
night, I began de- 


oe . eee i 
Ry 


veloping flu-like 
symptoms while at 
home and immedi- 
ately began self-iso- 
lating,” Khera said 
in a_ statement 
Wednesday _after- 
noon. 

She indicated that 
she is following 
guidance from Peel 
Public Health and 
the Public Health 
Agency. 

“While I am still 
experiencing symp- 
toms, I am in good 
spirits. I know that 
many Canadians 
are in much worse 
circumstances. My 
thoughts are with 
all families who 
have been affected 
by this public health 
crisis,” she said in 
her statement. 

Despite Khera’s 


condition, her office 
remains “fully oper- 
ational” and _ her 
staff continues to 
work from home. 

She also advised 
residents to listen 
to statements given 
by health officials, 
stay home and sup- 
port one another. 

“We will — get 
through this to- 
gether,” Khera said. 

Khera first won 
her riding of 
Brampton West 
back in the 2015 
federal election, at 
the age of 25. 

She was re-elected 
under the Liberal 
party this past fed- 
eral election. 

Khera is a regis- 
tered nurse and re- 
cently rejoined the 
front lines during 


the COVID-19 pan- 
demic in response 
to the lack of nurses 
across the province. 

Khera is the first 
federal MP tested 
positive for COVID- 
19. It has yet to be 
confirmed if Khera 
did actually volun- 
teer or if she was in 
contact with front- 
line medical work- 
ers. 

“IT remain in- 
debted to the in- 
credible healthcare 
workers fighting 
this disease on the 
frontlines and risk- 
ing their lives every 
single day to keep 
the rest of us safe. 
Your’ service’ to 
Canada is immeas- 
urable. Thank you,” 
she wrote. 


Brampton braces for COVID-19 impact as 
State of Emergency announced 


by Alex Gregory 


Property taxes will 
be waived for five 
months and social 
distancing will be 
enforced as Bramp- 
ton formally de- 
clared a State of 
Emergency earlier 
this week. 

The declaration, 
signed by Mayor 
Patrick Brown on 
Monday, gives the 
city additional re- 
sources to deal with 
the ongoing COVID- 
19 outbreak, includ- 


WW) BRAMPTON 


brompton.ca Flower City 


ing needed supplies 
and services for 
some of the city’s 
most vulnerable pa- 
tients. 

63 cases have been 
reported in Peel Re- 
gion as of Mar. 25, 
with approximately 
a third of those cases 


involve Brampton 
residents. 
The measures 


taken will help sup- 
port some of the 
city’s most vulnera- 
ble sectors, includ- 


1 


DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 


WHEREAS a situation or impending situation, being: COVID-19 


constitutes a danger of major proportions that could result in serious harm to persons or 


substantial damage to property: 


(X)__ inthe City of Brampton; or 


() _ in that part of the City of Brampton more particularly described as follows: 


(the “Emergency Area’), in the City of Brampton, in the Regional Municipality of Peel, 


and Province of Ontario; 


NOW THEREFORE | HEREBY DECLARE, pursuant to subsection 4 (1) of the 
Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.E.9, that an 
emergency exists in the City of Brampton, in the Emergency Area described above. 


DATED at Brampton, Ontario, this 24" day of March, 2020, at_//S/__a.m./ p.m. 


fad of Council / Mayor 
The Corporation of the City of Brampton 


The Corporation of The City of Brampton 
2 Wellington Street West, Brampton, ON Ley 4R2 [ERB 


ing food banks and 
hospitals, which are 
dealing with a surge 
of emand for 
needed supplies and 
medical equipment. 
“We're going to get 
through this,” said 
Brown, speaking to 
more than 6,000 
residents during a 
telephone “town 
hall” meeting 
Wednesday evening. 
The city also ap- 
proved several 
measures designed 
to relieve pressure 
on residents, includ- 
ing the ability for 
taxpayers to defer 
their late fees or 
property taxes for 
five months, service 
changes to Bramp- 
ton Transit and draft 
legislation to explore 
options for enforcing 
social distancing, 
such as restrictions 
for playground use 
and a_ two-metre 
separation between 
individuals. 
Passengers taking 
Brampton Transit 
will now board at the 
back of buses, which 
will be operating on 
a modified weekend 
schedule, with some 
routes having addi- 
tional trips. Transit 


fares will also be 
waived until an as- 
yet unannounced 
time. 

The decisions fol- 
low similar meas- 
ures taken by other 
municipalities over 
the past week. Late 
last week, Peel Pub- 
lic Health advised 
non-essential busi- 
nesses and venues to 
close until Apr. 5, 
while Mississauga 
announced earlier 
this week that all fa- 
cilities within city 


parks would be 
closed until further 
notice. 


The measures are 
being taken to pro- 
tect residents 
throughout the city 
and Peel, said the re- 
gion’s interim med- 
ical officer of health. 

"(This is) likely one 
of the greatest chal- 
lenges we've faced in 
the past 100 years,” 
said Loh. “If we don't 
flatten the curve, we 
risk our hospital sys- 
tem being  over- 
loaded." 

Further informa- 
tion about the city’s 
ongoing efforts can 
be found by visiting 
brampton.ca/COVI 
D19. 


—o- 


Witnesses sought in 
assault investigation 


Officers are looking 
for witnesses after a 
violent altercation 
that saw the passen- 
gers of a vehicle were 
dragged out and as- 
saulted by multiple 
suspects. 

The incident hap- 
pened on Jan. 7 
around 7:55 p.m., 
said Peel Police, near 
the Brickstone Mews 
area. 

The occupants of 
the vehicle, which in- 
cluded a man and a 
woman in the front 
seat and a third indi- 
vidual, were sitting in 
the vehicle within a 
parking lot when a 
second vehicle, said 
to be a white Mer- 
cedes with a distinc- 
tive red _ stripe 
through its front 


grille, arrived in the 
same parking lot and 
its occupants began 
to argue with the cou- 
ple over a parking 
spot. 

The suspects, who 
are all believed to be 
male, exited the car 
and pulled the male 
victim in the front 
seat out of the car, 
followed by the fe- 
male in the front seat. 
Both victims were hit 
multiple times, and 
were taken to hospi- 
tal later for their in- 
juries. Video from the 
incident was also 
recorded at the scene. 

Witnesses with in- 
formation on the case 
are asked to call Peel 
Police at (905)453- 
2121 ext. 1133. 
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ity will be used to 
jumpstart business, 
via providing com- 
panies with five 
months’ leave of 
punishment and in- 
terest for late sub- 
mission of taxes and 
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payments in the 
province. This move- 
ment matches a sim- 
ilar one made by the 
federal government. 
Ford's government 
says it will also free 
up $1.9 billion for 
companies, allowing 
them to defer pay- 
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ment of workplace 
and insurance pre- 
miums for up to six 
months. 

At the same time, 
private companies 
with annual salaries 
less than $5 million 
will be exempt from 
employer health 


Health Sector 
38.9% $63.5B 


A breakdown of the provincial expenses for 2019- 
20, as detailed in a side presentation. (Submitted) 
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Brampton Civic doctor urges 
safety, public health in update 


taxes twice this year, 
reaching a payroll of 
$1 million, cutting 
taxes by about $355 
million. The govern- 
ment also proposes a 
10 per cent refund- 
able corporate in- 
come tax credit on 
certain capital in- 
vestments in the 
province's non- 
Toronto area. An- 
other measure 
announced on 
Wednesday was a 
one-time payment of 
$200 per child 
under 12 for parents 
and $250 for chil- 
dren with special 
needs. Ontario will 
also invest $3.3 bil- 
lion more in _ its 
healthcare sector 
than _ last ear's 
budget and allocate 
a $1 billion COVID- 
19 emergency fund. 
Additional "support 
to businesses" will 
be announced in the 


Business support, five months of 
tax aid key in economic statement 


to elaborate further. 

About $5.6 billion 
has been earmarked 
to offset electricity 
bills, and the 
province is adjusting 
consumers’ time- 
sharing _ electricity 
bills to allow them to 
charge at the lowest 
level. Students will 
also. receive six 
months of provincial 
loans and accrued 
interest deductions. 
The latest financial 
and economic devel- 
opments in Ontario 
on Wednesday ac- 
knowledged that the 
province is likely to 
suffer a major eco- 
nomic blow from the 
coronavirus, al- 
though the extent re- 
mains to be seen. 
The latest outlook is 
that the provincial 
unemployment rate 
is expected to rise 
from 5.6% in 2019 to 
6.6% this year, com- 


update later this pared to 5.5% this 
year, said Phillips, year. 

through he declined 

Bolton worker tests 


positive for COVID-19 


An employee at a 
grocery store in 
Bolton is self-iso- 
lating after testing 
positive for 
COVID-19. 

The individual in 
question worked at 
Garden Foods in 
Bolton, though he 
had not’ been 
working since Mar. 
18, said the com- 
pany’s owner, 
Piero Carbone. 

“We are taking 
all necessary pre- 
cautions,” said 
Carbone, who con- 
firmed in a state- 
ment Wednesday 
afternoon that the 
store was closed 
for the day for a 
deep cleaning of 
the entire store 
and associated of- 
fice space. “Every 
effort will be taken 
at this time.” 

The employee 
was not showing 
any symptoms as 
of Wednesday, and 
is at home recover- 


be 


ing. Peel Public 
Health has been in 
touch with the in- 
dividual to moni- 
tor his situation. 

“The COVID-19 
situation continues 
to evolve, and it 
has become clear 
that with every 
day-to-day interac- 
tion, we all need to 
vigilant and 
consider those mo- 
ments chances 
where we may 
have come _ into 
contact with the 
virus,” said Peel 
Region’s interim 
medical officer of 
health, Lawrence 
Loh, who stressed 
using physical dis- 
tancing to mini- 
mize potential 
contact, as well as 
washing one’s 
hands. 

As of Mar. 
five cases of 
COVID-19 _—were 
confirmed within 
Caledon. 


25, 
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Lockdown causes fallout for parents, children 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The spread of the 
Coronavirus 


(COVID-19) has 
turned life upside 
down, almost 
overnight, for every 
individual around 
the globe. 

With so many kids 
out of school and 
daycare, it's no sur- 
prise that some par- 
ents prefer to 
practice social dis- 
tancing during the 
outbreak outdoors. 

Like the rest of the 
world, Canada or- 
dered all schools 
closed in the wake of 
the pandemic. 

After the resolu- 
tion of the provincial 
teachers’ strike, the 
school system lock- 
down has brought 
another burden for 
eae as they now 

ave to struggle to 
keep their children 
safe from the virus. 

No school for the 
"foreseeable" future. 
No exams. What 
nave do they have? 

The Ontario gov- 
ernment has rushed 
into action with an 
internet _ learning 
program for studies 
at home during the 


COVID-19 
demic. 

The materials also 
incorporate another 
e-learning site for 
secondary — school 
students that the ad- 
ministration guar- 
antees will convey 
"high-caliber, made- 
in-Ontario math and 
proficiency _ assets, 
made by Ontario- 
ensured teachers." 

The site offers stu- 
dents from Grades 
9-12 an assortment 
of fundamental 
courses, including 
science, arithmetic 
and material sci- 
ence. 

"Our arrangement 
will give educators 
with math supports 
to keep students 
learning and enable 
all pupils to learn 
key abilities with an 
accentuation on 
STEM training, 
while likewise outfit- 
ting guardians with 
assets to help them 
as their children 
learn at home," Edu- 
cation Minister 
Stephen Lecce said 
on Friday. 

A strong desire for 
online — entertain- 
ment also led to long 
lineups outside EB 
Games locations in 
Peel, as gamers 
queued up for game 
launches during the 
COVID-19 flareup. 

While a_ great 


pan- 


[a < The Compass 


man youngsters 
will be anticipating 
spring and perhaps 
summer, liberated 
from obligation and 
schedule, these are 
not typical occasions 
- they're probably 
going to need to go 
through days and 


evenings inside with 
parents or 
guardians. 

They won't get a 


lot of individual con- 
tact with compan- 
ions and, for young 
people, the wipin 

out of tests wi 

make a troublesome 
season significantly 
all the more stress- 


ing. 

As you take a stroll 
in various residen- 
tial areas, scenes of 
children running up 
and down the streets 
may seem like mo- 
ments from a by- 
gone age. 

They are stuck on 
the XBox, iPhone 
and TVs. Many par- 
ents are also finding 
it hard to confine 
their children inside 
the house, with 
some even admitting 
of being _ over- 
whelmed by their 
presence. 

I have two children 
- my son, Satnam 
Flora (13) and 
daughter, Gurleen 
Flora (10). They un- 
derstand the sever- 
ity of the 


coronavirus crisis, 
and they are fearful 
and scared of the 
consequences of get- 
ting infected with 
the virus if they go 
out. 

Most of the day, 
they spent time on 
the XBox, watching 
TV, but we can 
clearly see the stress 
on their faces. We 
are also doing our 
best for the social 
distancing, but the 

sychological chal- 
enges are driving 
them crazy. 

Sundri Gunraj, a 
mother of two 
daughters who 
works as a manager 
at a local clothing 
store, says it has 
been hard for her to 
contain her children 
in the house, as they 
are still young and 
oblivious of the dan- 
gers of the disease. 

"I give them as- 
signments to work 
on in the mornin 
and afternoon,” sai 
Gunraj. 

“From time to 
time, we spend time 
to play cards with 
social distance keep- 
ing in mind. But 
when they get tired 
of all this TV, XBox 
and cards, they want 
to go out and feel the 
fresh air, explore 
what's going on out- 
side... but they have 
no choice besides 


THE COMPASS 


KHEHEKHHHE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


making sad_ faces 
and understaningd 
the circumstances,” 
she added. 

"I firmly urge peo- 
ple in general to stay 
watchful about the 
security of kids in 
families,” she con- 
tinued. 

"This is a period of 
expanded pressure, 
and we know from 
the work that we do 
this can likewise 
cause an uptick in 
abuse of youngsters. 
Thus, we need to be 
particularly on the 
watch for that." 

Keep your kids oc- 
cupied; the family 
room and bedroom 
are always fun 
places, and once set 
up ,can be an other- 
worldly spot to bring 
books and treats. 

Drawing pictures 
or printing 
sketched-out photos 
off the web for shad- 
ing in are consis- 
tently helpful for 
keeping the whole 
family occupied. At 
the point when you 
need a few hours to 
complete some 
work, there are 
some extraordinary 
instructive courses 
and programs for 
everyone to enjoy on 
Netflix and 
YouTube. For exam- 
ple, The Enchant- 
ment School 
Transport and Ask 


the Storybooks. 
Also, for many in- 
dividuals, the enjoy- 
ment of food is 
continuously an im- 
portant activity. In- 
vest your energy 
consistently either 
heating, cooking 
supper or making 
ae neces- 
ee i 


that while 
doing such activi- 
ties, get your chil- 
dren to help you. 

Cooking together 
has many benefits - 
not just nourish- 
ment, cooking, and 
eating, but valuable 
time spent in each 
other’s company, 
learning a new skill 
and collaborating on 
foods you both 
enjoy. It can help 
unite the family, 
particularly during 
this lockdown. This 
would be one of 
those exercises con- 
sidered quality fam- 
ily time. 

Vast numbers of 
children and teens 
are growing up 
never figuring out 
how to cook. This is 
the opportune time 
for you to teach 
them a_ valuable 
skill, and for them to 
find a creative and 
fulfilling pastime in 
the face of all the 
doom and _ gloom 
going on in the 
world. 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 
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All facilities within city parks 
are closed to the public to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 


including: 

¢ playgrounds elarge picnic 

‘outdoor fitness Shelters 
equipment «skateboard 

¢sport courts parks 


eleash-free zones 


For up-to-date information: mississauga.ca/coronavirus 


( 311 To report any issues Medical Emergency: 911 
or safety concerns Police: 905-453-3311 
905-615-4311 outside Mississauga 
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School board issues COVID-19 


update 


The following is an 
edited letter sent to 
Peel Weekly News via 
the Peel District 
School Board on be- 
half of Director of Ed- 
ucation, Peter Joshua: 


Dear Community, 


This is a_ stressful 
and uncertain time for 
all of us—students, 
families, | educators 
and support staff. We 
miss our colleagues 
and students and hope 
to see everyone soon. 

However, safety is a 
priority and so we 
must continue to take 
the advice of public 
health experts and ad- 
here to the direction of 
government officials to 
keep us healthy. 

It continues to be 
our goal to keep you as 
informed and up-to- 
date as possible. 

Here are answers to 
some of the most com- 
monly asked questions 
we've received. 


Will the government 
extend the mandated 
school closure? 


All Peel District 
School Board schools, 
worksites and  pro- 
grams continue to be 
closed/cancelled until 
Apr. 5. At this time, an 
extension has not been 
announced by the gov- 
ernment. This, of 
course, may change, as 
this continues to be a 
rapidly evolving situa- 
tion. We will inform 
the community if and 
when an extension be- 
yond Apr. 5 is man- 
dated. 


What is happening 
with EQAO- and 
OSSLT? 


The Ministry of Edu- 
cation has cancelled all 
EQAO assessments for 
the 2019-20 school 
year. This includes the 
Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test 
(OSSLT). As such, for 
this school year only, 
the ministry is waiving 
the literacy graduation 
requirement. 

Students who were 
scheduled to write the 
OSSLT this year, but 
are not graduating this 
school year, will write 
the OSSLT in the 
2020-21 school year. 


Will students be pro- 
vided with learning 


opportunities during 
the closure? 


Teachers are not col- 
lecting or assessing 
student work between 
now and Apr. 5. As 
such, students are not 
expected to complete 
any work, assessments 
or evaluations at this 
time. 

This being said, it is 
always a good idea for 
students to practice 
their skills and what 
they've learned. To 
help with this, the 
ministry launched the 
first phase of its Learn 
at Home online portal 
(ontario.ca/page/learn 
-at-home). 

The portal includes 
supplementary _re- 
sources elementary 
and secondary stu- 
dents can use to prac- 
tice and learn math 
and literacy skills at 
home. The ministry is 
also working with TVO 
and TFO to roll-out 
education program- 
ming on their broad- 
cast channels, with a 
phased-in approach 
that is set to start next 
week. 

The ministry has 
said that these re- 
sources do not replace 
what students have 
been learning at 
school, but are in- 
tended to help miti- 
gate learning loss 
during the COVID-19 
shutdown period. 

They have also indi- 
cated that they will 
launch phase two of 
their Learn at Home 
online portal if the clo- 
sure extends beyond 
Apr. 5. 

In addition, the min- 
istry has asked school 
boards to develop 
plans to re-establish 
the delivery of curricu- 
lum, and to explore 
ways to provide stu- 
dents with access to 
devices and Wifi in the 
event the closure is ex- 
tended. 


What mental health 


supports are available 
to me and my 
child/teen? 


This is a stressful 
time for everyone, and 
it's normal to feel anx- 
ious and worried. Stu- 
dents may also be 
feeling a range of emo- 
tions and be struggling 
with time away from 
school and friends, or 
a lack of understand- 
ing about COVID-19 
and the reasons for 


school closures. 

Changes to routine, 
financial uncertainty 
and other stressors 
may also be impacting 
you or your family's 
well-being at this time. 

School Mental 
Health Ontario (smho- 
smso.ca) has shared 
resources online that 
we can use to support 
student mental health 
during this challenging 
time. 

Children and teens 
can also reach out to 
counsellors at Kids 
Help Phone who are 
available 24/7 via 
phone, text or online 
chat. 

Kidshelpphone.ca 
also has a number of 
online resources you 
can access. You can ac- 
cess their services by 
calling 1-800-668- 
6868 or by texting 
CONNECT to 686868. 

Staff can find sup- 

ort through the 

oard's Employee 
Family Assistance Pro- 
gram (EFAP). 


How can I protect 
myself and_ others 
from COVID-19? 


Now more than ever, 
we must take care of 
ourselves and each 
other. We can do this 
by following the advice 
of Peel Public Health 
and other public 
health agencies. Please 
review their advice 
(.peelregion.ca/coron- 
avirus/#protect) on 
how you can protect 
yourself and others 
from COVID-19. 


Where can I learn 
more? 


We will continue to 
do our best to respond 
to inquiries we recelve 
by email and social 
media, but given the 
volume of questions, 
there may be delays. 

Although schools 
and offices are closed, 
some staff members 
are currently working 
to ensure core opera- 
tional services con- 
tinue. Our hope it to 
minimize the impact of 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic on Peel board 
students, staff and 
families. 

Stay healthy, and 
please take care of 
yourselves and each 
other. 


Peter Joshua, 
Director of Educa- 
tion 
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Sikh community 


getting food to 


self-isolated elderly amid outbreak 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A local community 
has stepped up to 
help some of the re- 
gion’s most vulnera- 
ble residents during 
the COVID-19 out- 
break. 

At a time when the 
world is struggling 
with the outbreak of 
the new Coronavirus, 
people have been 
forced to isolate 
themselves and 
quarantine to con- 
tain the spread of the 
virus. 

While the infec- 
tious virus poses a 
serious threat to the 
immune system at 
any age, older people 
are more at risk be- 
cause the likelihood 
of chronic diseases 
increases __ signifi- 
cantly with age. 

With COVID-19 
spreading worldwide 
and claiming more 
than 20,000 lives as 
of Tuesday, several 
nations have suf- 
fered a virtual block- 
ade. 

Amidst such a time 
of emergency and so- 
cial distancing, a 
‘free food support' 
initiative has begun 
in Malton by the 
WTOR 770AM 
Radio team at Eawaz 


TV to help those in 
need. 

The group has 
begun ___ delivering 
food to seniors in 
need through the 
named “Punjabi 
Food Service”. With 
the help of organizer 
Jagraj Sidhu, more 
than 100 interna- 
tional students, 
Youth workers and 
various other groups 
have promised to 
contribute to this or- 
ganization. 

“We don't give 
away food (during 
this outbreak),” said 
Sidhu. “We serve it 
with love, compas- 
sion, and all the 
kindness. “ 

Started by the Sikh 
community, the serv- 
ice will provide 
"healthy and nutri- 
tious" food and es- 
sentials to seniors’ 
and those who are 
quarantined, as well 
as newcomers in the 
area, from 5 - 8 p.m., 
Monday to Friday. 

They also looking 
for donation of sev- 
eral items, including 
wheat flour, Daal 
(lentils), peas, beans, 
milk and butter. 

Given that young- 
sters are a low-risk 


PWN Staff Photo 


=. 


group with regards 
to COVID-19, this 
initiative is run by 
them at large. 

The entire opera- 
tion is being funded 
by the community 
and group at 770 
AM, and has been 
praised by other Sikh 
communities for 
making a difference 
for others in a des- 
perate time. 

Hundreds of care- 
fully-prepared bas- 
kets were 
transported to strug- 
gling families, along 
with nearly 70 other 
business organiza- 
tions for distribu- 
tion, assisted by 
hundreds of volun- 
teers reaching out to 
needy families. 

All of the volun- 
teers have been col- 


lecting food on 
weekends in front of 
various grocery 
stores. 


The group is con- 
tinuing to look for 
helpers on the week- 
ends, including driv- 
ers to help delvier 
meals. 

Those interested in 
getting involved or 
leaning more are 
asked to call (416) 
302-3600. 
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Police searching for 
missing Brampton teen 


Police are ask- 
ing the commu- 
nity for assistance 
locating a 16 year- 
old teen who went 
missing in 
Brampton nearly 
a month ago. 

Bil Division’s 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau 
said Tuesday that 
are looking for 
the whereabouts 
of Alzubiyr 
Enaager, who was 
last seen in the 


Kennedy Road 
and Sandalwood 
Parkway East 


area on Feb. 29 
around 12 p.m. 

Alzubiyr is de- 
scribed as male, 
Middle Eastern, 
with a medium 


complexion, 5’ 7”, 
115lbs, thin, with 
short wavy brown 
hair. He was last 
seen wearing a 
black leather 
jacket, blue jeans, 
a dark green long 
sleeve shirt and 
running shoes. He 
was also carrying 
a black backpack. 
Police said that 
they and Alzu- 
biyr’s family are 
concerned for his 
well-being. 
Residents who 
have any addi- 
tional informa- 


tion regarding 
Alzubiyr’s where- 
abouts are asked 
to call 21 Division 


at (905) 453-2121, 
Al, DIB. 
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City launches task 
force for youth 


support 


Information and 
resources to help 
Brampton’s youth 
during the COVID- 
19 outbreak will be 
spearheaded by a 
dedicated task force, 
the city announced 
last week. 

The Mayor’s 
COVID-19 Youth 
Support Task Force, 
co-chaired by Wards 
7&8 city councillor 
Charmaine Williams 
and Wards 9&10 city 
councillor Harkirat 
Singh, is one of four 
dedicated groups 
created to help sup- 
port critical sectors 
during the COVID- 
19 outbreak. 

The Youth Support 
Task will work 
closely with the City 
of Brampton Emer- 
gency Operations 
Centre and City staff 
managing effective 
response to get 
ahead of the virus 
and coordinate 
needed resources 
and support for 
youths in the city, via 
coordination of child 
care supports with 
Peel Region, engage- 
ment opportunities 
for volunteers and 
stakeholders to en- 
gage youth, and co- 
ordinated supports 


COVID-19 [Ue Fiey 


In response to COVID-19, the City of Mississauga is: 


for mental health or- 
ganizations within 
the city if needed. 

City council contin- 
ues to work to ensure 
that local residents, 
especially youths, are 
supported during the 
crisis, said Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown. 

“This new task 
force will ensure we 
are engaging Bramp- 
ton’s youth in mean- 
ingful ways, ensuring 
they have spaces to 
learn, stay active, 
and engaged with the 
supports they need, 
whether that is 
recreation options, 
mental health sup- 
port or shelter,” 
Brown said on Fri- 
day. “Together with 
our stakeholders, we 
are committed to 
minimizing the im- 
pact of COVID-19 on 
Brampton’s youth.” 

Task forces focused 
on economic sup- 
port, social support, 
and seniors’ support 
have been launched. 

Residents looking 
for additional up- 
dates regarding 
COVID-19 can visit 
the city website at 
brampton.ca/covid1 


Province and union 
reach tentative deal 


The ongoing strike 
helmed by more than 
200,000 teachers saw 
a tentative light in the 
darkness earlier this 
week, as the Elemen- 
tary Teachers’ Founda- 
tion of Ontario (EFTO) 
announced Wednes- 
day that it had inked a 
tentative agreement 
with the province. 

The announcement 
followed weeks of un- 
certainty and mass 
walkouts, as EFTO, 
along with other 
unions including the 
Ontario English 
Catholic Teachers As- 
sociation (OECTA), 
Ontario Secondary 
School Teachers' Fed- 
eration (OSSTF), and 
Association des En- 
seignantes et des En- 
seignants 
franco-Ontarians 
(AEFO) raised signs 
and marched to protest 
education cuts. 

ETFO's __ tentative 
agreement was 
reached after seven 
months of contract ne- 
gotiations, which left 
students in Peel and 
other major areas out 
in the cold. 

The deal impacts 
both teachers and edu- 
cation workers within 
ETFO, said the organi- 
zation's president, Sam 
Hammond. 

“We are very grateful 
for the support and un- 
wavering solidarity of 
our members, and the 
public who have con- 
tinued to stand up for 


public education and 
the supports that our 
students and educators 
need now and in the fu- 
ture,” said Hammond 
Tuesday, referring to 
the bargaining process 
as "very prolonged and 
difficult.: 

Details of the tenta- 
tive agreement weren't 
released as of press 
time, though Ham- 
mond said in a release 
that it would review the 
agreement and meet 
with local leaders and 
members within the 
organization to ap- 
prove the deal. 

The agreement is the 
second-such victory for 
the province over 
teachers’ unions within 
the last two weeks, with 
a tentative deal being 
reached with OECTA 
members last week. 

“This tentative ETFO 
agreement builds fur- 
ther momentum for 
deals and progress that 
students deserve, fol- 
lowing last week’s ten- 
tative agreement 
signed with OECTA)” 
Education Minister 
Stephen Lecce said 
Wednesday. 

All schools within the 
province are currently 
closed due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. It 
is unknown when 
schools will reopen, 
though the province 
will use an interim on- 
line curriculum for stu- 
dents through Apr. 5, 
where the situation will 
be revisited. 
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New cases bring region’s COVID-19 count to 63 


by Alex Gregory 


Another day, an- 
other update. 

A pair of high-pro- 
file confirmed cases, 
including a woman 
in her 20’s and a bus 
driver, have pushed 
Peel Region’s 
COVID-19 case 
count to 63, as of 
Wednesday evening. 

The news comes as 
the province an- 


nounced 100 new 
cases, bringing On- 


tario’s total count to 
671 cases. 

The woman in her 
20s, who was not 
identified, is one of 
several cases 
throughout the 
province currently 
undergoing medical 
treatment for the 
virus. 

Residents and 
businesses through- 
out the community 
have stayed at home 


in an effort to com- 
bat the outbreak of 
the virus, which has 
largely ground busi- 
ness and commerce 
in Brampton, Cale- 
don and Mississauga 
to a halt. 

Reports of new 
cases within Peel 
have increased in 
frequency, with sev- 
eral notable cases re- 
ceiving major 
attention. 


On Mar. 25, a 
Brampton Transit 
who worked four 
routes within the city 
from Mar. 10 - 13 
was revealed as a 
confirmed case, hav- 
ing tested positive 
for the virus on 
Tuesday, the city re- 
ported. 

The driver, who 
worked on routes 11 
(Steeles), 51 (Here- 
ford), 53 (Ray Law- 


son) and 57 (Charo- 
lais), went into self- 
isolation for the next 
two weeks, while 
employees who were 
in close contact with 
the driver were also 
asked to self-isolate. 

“Peel Public Health 
indicates there is no 
additional risk to the 
riders on the transit 
bus than there would 
be in the general 
community,” the city 
said, indicating that 
enhanced cleaning 
programs are still in 
effect. 

On Mar. 22, Peel 
Public Health re- 
sponded to media 
reports involving a 
positive COVID-19 
case reported at a 
Tim Horton’s/Petro 
Canada station in 
Brampton’s north 
end to clarify that 
the individual in 
question, and those 
who had close con- 
tact with them, were 
contacted and di- 
rected to self-isolate. 

Evidence of com- 
munity transmission 
has been seen in 
GTA, including Peel, 
said Loh, and it is 
important for resi- 
dents to continue 


practicing social dis- 
tancing and proper 
hand-washing pro- 
cedures. 


“Peel residents 
should take appro- 
priate protective 


steps whenever they 
go out because the 
virus is here." 

Residents are 
asked to avoid 
crowds, and places 
where people are 
close together, can- 
cel group gatherings, 
avoid handshaking, 
work from from 
home when possible, 
and hold virtual 
meetings over in- 
person ones. 

Residents are also 
asked to wash their 
hands with soap for 
20 seconds or use al- 
cohol-based _ sani- 
tizer, stay home 
whenever possible, 
avoid travel and 
clean surfaces that 
are regularly 
touched. 

If you develop 
symptoms, call Peel 
Public Health at 
905-799-7700. If 
you require emer- 
gency medical assis- 
tance, please call 911. 


PEEL REGIONAL 


POLICE 


PeelPolice.ca 


@PeelPolice 


Oviedo 


CLOSURE 
All Peel Regional Police Divisions 


To further assist in preventing the transmission of COVID-19, all Peel 
Regional Police Divisions are closed for non-emergency services until 


further notice. 


Individuals needing to report a collision, call 905-453-3311 and request to 
speak to the front desk to file a collision report. You will be asked a series of 
screening questions related to COVID-19 to ensure the safety of our 
employees, an officer will then meet you outside of the Division. 


Your patience and understanding during these times is appreciated. 


To file an online report visit PeelPolice.ca/Reportit 
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Feds plan fines for COVID-19 


rulebreakers: Hajdu 


Federal Health 
Minister Patty 
Hajdu announced 


earlier this week 
that the government 
is looking to take 
stern action against 
those who disobey 
public health warn- 
ings to further the 
spread of _ the 
COVID-19 Coron- 
avirus. 

During a_ press 
briefing in Ottawa 
on Sunday, Hajdu 
said that the govern- 
ment is trying to 
make residents 
comply with the 
rules by using every 
measure available to 
them. Those who 
break the rules 
could face _ stiff 
penalties, the minis- 
ter said. 

"Should we not be 
able to get consen- 
sus, that would indi- 
cate to us that we 
need stronger meas- 
ures," Hajdu_ said 
during the briefing. 

Currently, people 
are adopting self- 
distancing and iso- 
lation methods in a 


bid to keep the virus 
from spreading. 
However, if this for- 
mula is not fully im- 
plemented, it will 
cause federal inter- 
vention, she cau- 
tioned. 

Videos have made 
the rounds online in 
recent days showing 
large gatherings of 
people walking in 
parks, partying on 
beaches and attend- 
ing mass gatherings, 
in apparent defiance 
of the already-is- 
sued measures by 
local, regional and 
provincial govern- 
ments. 

Last week, Conser- 
vation Halton closed 
its parks “indefi- 
nitely” after photos 
and video surfaced 
of locals walking in 
droves along park 
trails and congre- 
gating in parking 
lots. In the U.S. and 
overseas, authorities 


have resorted to 
blasting sand _ at 
beachgoers and 


using police to clear 
out clueless pedes- 


trians. 

Hajdu said that al- 
though most of 
these videos are 
from outside 
Canada, there has 
been a lot of evi- 
dence that Canadi- 
ans are not even 
considering the gov- 
ernment's recom- 
mendations. 

The recommenda- 
tions made by the 
Public Health 
Agency of Canada 
(PHC) state that a 
gathering of more 
than 50 persons 
could not be ap- 
proved. Stricter 
measures have been 
enacted in other 
countries, with 
some governments 
now mandating that 
no more than two 
people can be to- 
gether in public 

Hajdu said there 
would be no conces- 
sion for anyone. 
Anyone returning to 
Canada from a for- 
eign country must 
isolate themselves 
for 14 days. 
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Malton temple opens doors for less- 
fortunate residents during outbreak 


Malton Sikh 
Temple (Gurd- 
wara) has “opened 
the doors” for the 
less-fortunate in 
the wake of the 
COVID-19 out- 
break. 

The temple an- 
nounced _- earlier 
this week that staff 
have been mobi- 
lized to support 
the hungry and 
less-fortunate with 
24-hour service 
during the out- 
break, in response 
to the ongoing cri- 
sis presented by 
the virus outbreak. 
While the tem- 


ple’s langar 
(kitchen) is closed 
to the public, a se- 


lection of food 
such as rice, dal, 
vegetables and 


Bread (prasadas - 
rotis) have been 
packed and pre- 
pared for distribu- 
tion at the main 
gate of the temple. 

Anyone in need, 
including students 
or elders, can pick 
up a container 24 
hours a day. 

Enhanced clean- 
ing protocols and 
contactless prepa- 
ration has been 
enacted. 


It is requested by 
the gurdwara’s 
committee that 
residents not at- 
tend in gatherings 
or large groups. 
Additionally, any- 
one showing out- 
ward signs. of 
sickness, such as 
cough or fever, are 
requested to im- 
mediately self-iso- 
late and, if 
possible, send a 
delegate on their 
behalf. 

For more infor- 
mation, contact 
the gurdwara at 
(905) 671-1662. 


arva 


R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 


engineering ¢ environment e infrastructure 


RVA is Growing! 


To better serve our clients within the Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton area, Halton Region and Peel Region, RVA has opened 
a new Space within Burlington. This office will strengthen 
RVA's presence and offers dedicated space for building closer 
relationships with our western-Ontario based clients. 


Find us at: 


4900 Palladium Way, Suite 200 
Burlington, Ontario L7M OW7 
Tel: 289-348-1234 
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239-348-1234 


rvanderson.com 
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CAN MY BUSINESS 
WORKPLACE 
REMAIN OPEN? 


NTARIOS 
ESoENTIAL 
WORKPLACE LIST 


VISIT WWW.BRAMPTONBOT.COM/COVID19 
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Credit Valley 
Conservation 
closes trails, parks 


Parks and trails 
in the Dufferin- 
Caledon and sur- 
rounding area are 
closed until fur- 
ther notice, Credit 
Valley Conserva- 
tion (CVC) re- 
vealed earlier this 
week. 

The conservation 
authority said ear- 
lier this week that 
it had made the 
decision due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, and the 
decision effects 
several parks and 
trails throughout 
the area. 

Calling the move 
a “difficult deci- 
sion,” CVC chief 
administrative of- 
ficer Deborah 
Martin-Downs 
said the closure 
will be in place for 
an indefinite pe- 
riod. 

“We will reopen 
only when it is ap- 
propriate to do 
so,” said Martin- 
Downs. 

Full closures 
apply to Belfoun- 
tain, Island Lake, 
Terra Cotta, Rat- 
tray Marsh, Mead- 
owvale =, 
Limehouse, Silver 
Creek, Upper 


Credit Conserva- 
tion Area and the 
Cheltenham Bad- 
lands. 

The closures also 
include 


Ken 


Whillans Resource 
Management Area, 
the Elora Cataract 
Trailway and all 
other CVC-owned 
or operated prop- 
erties and trails. 
“Like all other 
conservation au- 
thorities, we sup- 
port the need to 
act in the best in- 
terest of our com- 
munities, visitors 
and staff,” said 
Martin-Downs, 
who explained 
that the conserva- 
tion authority had 
previously taken 
steps to protect 
the public by clos- 
ing all buildings 
within CVC-man- 
aged parks, in- 
cluding visitor 
centres, rental 
shops and public 
washrooms 
According to the 
decision, no mem- 
bers of the public, 
including Conser- 
vation Parks mem- 
bers, may use or 
enter CVC conser- 
vation area 
grounds or trails. 
CVC staff will be 
actively monitor- 
ing properties and 
trails for compli- 
ance with the clo- 
sure notice. 
Authorized _ staff 
will issue tickets 
for trespassing 
and will be moni- 
toring for parking 
violations. 
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CACD is a youth focus Registered Charitable Organization that is dedicated to transforming the lives of youth, ages of 10-24, 
through programming that: 


e serves their unique needs, 


e develops leadership capabilities, and For fu rther U pdates and 


e fosters civic participation . ; ae 
more information, visit 
Over the years, CACD has offered six core programs: 
e After School Program for Middle and High School, 
e Youth Justice and Crime Prevention, WWW. Ca cd Ca Nn a d a e Oo rg e 
e Targeted High School Outreach, 
e Health Promotion, and 
e Internship Opportunity for College and University students. 


Key Projects Results: 


Black Youth Empowerment Initiative (BYE!) 
(Leadership, mentoring, Black Canadian History and Digital Literacy) 


The main challenges to be addressed are anti-Black racism, 
discrimination, racial profiling, overrepresented in the youth justice 
system, exclusion and marginalization in the school settings and in 
society. 


Achievements: (On a scale of 0 to 3 (0 = none to 3 being high)) 


Relying on their Using information to Open-mindedness and Various teamwork skills 
strengths (2.44) solve problems (2.44) Acceptance (2.63) (2.68) 


A videography approach that saw participants visiting 
key historic, cultural and heritage sites in Mississauga. 


Achievements: Of the students who were surveyed, 
the percentage of them responded to the following: 


90% revealed that the 
project provided 80% had a greater 
educational cultural experience 
improvement 


80% said the project 80% said the project 100% stated that the 
improve their improve their project enabled them 
behaviour and attitude behaviour and attitude to develop new skills 
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Alex 
Gregory 


It looks like a scene 
from a post-apoca- 
lyptic movie. 

No cars whatsoever 
on the street. Not a 
soul in sight. Hastily- 
drawn notes written 
on cardboard, placed 
on doors and win- 
dows at local busi- 
nesses. 

This isn’t the open- 
ing of a George A. 
Romero film. This is 
Port Credit at 9 a.m. 
on a Wednesday 
morning. 

To say that the 
COVID-19 outbreak 
took the wind out of 
the sails of business 
and commerce is an 
understatement. All 
throughout Peel Re- 
gion and_ beyond, 
companies large and 
small have been gut- 
ted by a microscopic 
enemy they can’t see. 

From Caledon to 
Clarkson, local busi- 
ness owners have 
seen the hurt and 
pain over the last two 
weeks, with foot traf- 
fic drying up amid a 
haze of social dis- 
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tancing and _ fears 
over who or who isn’t 
infected. 

This isn’t the way it 
was supposed to be, 
and yet, here we are. 

Word came down 
early | Wednesday 
morning that the $82 
billion stimulus 
package offered by 
the feds had received 
support from the 
other parties after a 
contentious debate 
over emergency 
spending powers. As 
of the writing of this 
article, the stimulus 
package is waiting 
for Senate approval. 

Support will flow 
quickly downward to 
small businesses, in 
the form of tempo- 
rary tax deferrals, de- 
layed tax filing 
deadlines and a 10 
per cent tax subsidy 
for employees - but 
I’m not sure it will be 
enough. 

Anew survey re- 
leased by the Cana- 
dian Federation of 
Independent Busi- 
ness on Monday has 
revealed nearly two- 
thirds of small busi- 
nesses in the country 
have encountered a 
“significant drop in 
sales”. Worse __ yet, 
more than a third of 


PEEL REGIONAL 


POLICE 


PeelPolice.ca 


@PeelPolice 


Oviedo 


the respondents re- 
vealed that their rev- 
enue had dropped by 
more than 75 per 
cent. That survey was 
conducted via re- 
sponses from ap- 
proximately 11,000 
small business own- 
ers. 

Just a few hours 
later, an Angus Reid 
poll revealed that an 
astonishing 44 per 
cent of respondents 
had lost work, with a 
further 18 per cent 
expecting the other 
shoe to drop in the 
coming days and 
weeks. 

We're already see- 
ing the impacts of the 
Coronavirus on 


major companies. 
6,900 Westjet em- 
ployees were let go or 
bought out on Tues- 
day. 5,100 members 
of Air Canada’s cabin 
crew. Gone. “Thou- 
sands” of part-time 
employees at Cine- 
plex Inc. were shed 
as the company 
closed approximately 
165 theatres and en- 
tertainment centres. 

Cirque du Soleil is a 
mere shadow of it- 
self, having removed 
95 per cent of its 
workforce in a bid to 
stay alive. Half a mil- 
lion applicants for 
employment insur- 
ance. That’s just the 
first wave. More lay- 


Small businesses decimated as virus fears continue 


offs will occur in the 
coming days and 
weeks. 

I see it too, here in 
Port Credit. Desper- 
ate messages assur- 
ing customers that 
things will be back to 
normal by early next 
month, hastily 
scrawled out on torn 
pieces of cardboard. 
At least one restau- 
rant that “knew when 
to fold ‘em,” shutter- 
ing its operations 
and removing its 
signs with scarcely a 
word of goodbye. 

The region and all 
three municipalities 
have pulled together 
to helm meteoric 
food drives and ac- 
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companying support 
for displaced and 
laid-off workers, and 
I’m immensely proud 
to see the efforts of 
organizations and in- 
dividuals throughout 
the local neighbour- 
hoods. 

Yet, Iam _ fearful 
that it will take 
months to address 
the short- and long- 
term economic dam- 
age caused by this 
outbreak, and it will 
be cold comfort to 
small business own- 
ers and local shop- 
pers who cultivated 
the “shop local” men- 
tality in neighbour- 
hoods throughout 
Peel. 


To further assist in preventing transmission of COVID-19, 
the following community stations are closed immediately: 


Our four divisions will remain open at this time, but we 
encourage everyone to consider online reporting if that 
option is available to you. 
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Playgrounds and courts close as 
city steps up outbreak measures 


The playground’s 
closed. 

Residents in Mis- 
sissauga expecting to 
take their children to 
the playground for an 
afternoon of relax- 
ation and enjoyment 
have a few less op- 
tions beginning this 
week, as the city 
closed play areas, 
sport courts and pic- 
nic shelters through- 
out the city in order 
to contain the spread 
of the COVID-19 
Coronavirus, it was 
announced Monday. 

The measures fol- 
lowed a declaration 
of a State of Emer- 
gency within the city, 
and are intended to 
keep citizens from 
potentially contract- 
ing the virus from 
city equipment, 
which is not regularly 
sanitized in many 
areas. 

“In an effort to re- 
duce the _ further 
spread of this virus 
and encourage phys- 
ical distancing, we 
have made the deci- 
sion to close all facil- 
ities within parks 
such as playgrounds, 
sport pads, leash-free 
areas, and courts,” 
said Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. “I have seen and 
heard far too many 
instances of people 
socializing with 
friends and families 
at playgrounds and 
in our parks and not 
maintaining safe dis- 
tances of two metres 
or more.” 

The measures are 
critical in the city’s 
fight to contain the 
virus, Crombie said. 

“Enough is 


enough... these addi- 
tional measures are 
necessary and will 
help reduce the risk 
of transmission to 
those most vulnera- 
ble in our commu- 
nity.” 

Signs warning resi- 
dents of the meas- 
ures will be installed 
at sites throughout 
the city this week. 

The measures fol- 
low similar directives 
issued by Peel Public 
Health to encourage 
residents to avoid 
large gatherings and 
practice social dis- 
tancing. 

In a statement pro- 
vided last week by 
the health division, 
the following tips 
were recommended: 


- Stay home if you 
are ill. 

- Practice social dis- 
tancing: reduce phys- 
ical contact with 
others (of at least 2 
metres apart) to 
break the pathways 
COVID-19 uses to 
move between peo- 
ple, such as shaking 
hands and direct con- 
tact. 

- Wash your hands 
often with soap and 
water or use an alco- 
hol-based hand sani- 
tizer. 

- Avoid touching 
your eyes, mouth and 
nose as much as pos- 
sible. 

- Avoid contact 
with people who are 
ill and their items. 

- Cover your coughs 
and sneezes with a 
tissue. If you don’t 
have a tissue, cough 
or sneeze into your 
upper sleeve or 
elbow, not your 


hands. Wash hands 
after coughing and 
sneezing. 

- Maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, in- 
cluding a_ healthy 
diet, exercise and 
enough sleep, to en- 
hance your body’s 
immune system. 

- Get a flu shot. You 
are more likely to 
contract influenza 
than COVID-19 and 
being sick lowers 
your immunity to 
other germs. 

Peel Public Health 
has recommended 
the measures _be- 
cause of possible evi- 
dence of community 
transmission, said 
the region’s interim 
medical officer. 

“We are grateful 
that many businesses 
have already changed 
their operations to 
help limit spread of 
the disease,” said Dr. 
Lawrence Loh, who 
recommended the 
closure of non-essen- 
tial businesses last 
week. 

“Now is the mo- 
ment to act in order 
to flatten the curve,” 
said Dr. Loh. "We 
need to work to- 
gether, as individuals 
and _ organizations. 
Wash your hands, 
stay home whenever 
possible, avoid travel, 
practice social dis- 
tancing, cancel non- 
essential events and 
appointments, clean 
surfaces that are reg- 
ularly touched, and if 
youve been _ in- 
structed to self-mon- 
itor or self-isolate, 
please follow those 
instructions." 
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Examing the importance 
of social isolation - and 
what you can do to help 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


What a time we are 
in! 

We are in the midst 
of an unprecedented 
global change as so- 
ciety deals with the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

Retail places and 
venues are closed to 
stabilize and stop the 
spread of the virus. 
We are being asked 
to self-isolated and 
to stay safe and 
healthy, so how and 
what do we do with 
ourselves? 

In these moments, 
we heed to reconnect 
with ourselves, our 
loved ones and 
neighbours. What a 
lesson for all of us. 

In a society where 
we spend more time 
on the internet, we 
have lost human 
connection and now 
we are being given a 
chance to learn to re- 
connect. Here are a 
few suggestions on 
what we could be 
doing in our self-iso- 
lation. 


1) If you are work- 
ing, there are so 
many courses on the 
internet or offered 
through your work- 
place. Take advan- 
tage of them and 
upscale your work 
experiences and skill 
level. 

2) Television pro- 
grams — check out 
new ones so you can 
broaden your view- 
ing. 

3) Exercise — get 
into the habit of 


doing a daily exercise 
routine. There are 
many TV programs 
about exercise rou- 
tines — check them 
out. 

Yoga is wonderful 
to have a_ physical 
and mental exercise 
experience. 

4) Read _ different 
books and articles. 
Write about it. Learn 
to write and share 
your _ experiences. 
Journal your 
thoughts every day. 

5) Check out cook- 
ing channels and 
learn new recipes. 
Get in the kitchen 
more. 

6) Update —- your 
looks. Learn new 
ways to use make-up, 
skin products or 
fashion looks. 

7) Clean out your 
closets and donate 
what you don’t need. 
Spring cleaning is 
great for cleaning out 
what you don’t need. 

Fix up as much as 
you can to give your 
home a new look. 

8) Connect with 
family and friends 
over the internet or 
phone. Reconnect 
with people you 
haven’t spoken to 
just to have that time 
with them. 

9) Learn to medi- 
tate and reconnect 
with yourself and 
how you are feeling. 
Learn to sit quietly 
and just listen to 
your breath exhaling 
and longer exhala- 
tions. 


If you can’t get out, 
sit by a window and 
look out onto the 
trees, bushes or sky. 
Check out the squir- 
rels running around. 

10) Learn to do 
something with your 
time. Sit and relax 
and enjoy your time 
alone. You should be 
your best compan- 
ion. 

11) Finish old proj- 
ects you started and 
didn’t have time to 
finish. 

12) Make a list of 
what needs to be 
done and then finish 
them off one by one. 

13) Plant some 
flowers or herbs and 
watch them grow. 

14) Play some 
music and dance to 
it. Get up and dance 
to the tunes. What 
could be better. 

15) Learn what is 
important to you and 
reconnect with that. 


We are being asked 
to stay a distance 
from other people, so 
at this time, we need 
to do this. Learn to 
do things that offer 
you peace of mind in 
these troubling 
times. 

It is important to 
stay respectful of 
others in these times 
and to care about 
them and yourself. 

These will be les- 
sons that will stay 
with you, and we 
need to learn them. 

Stay safe and 


healthy, but at peace. 
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Relief organization donates to local hospitals 
to fight aatene 


by Alex dS" 

Two different 
health systems. Two 
different cities. One 
shared goal. 

Mississauga-based 
ICNA Relief Canada 
announced _ earlier 
this week that it has 
donated more than 
$200,000 to support 
efforts in local hospi- 
tals to help those af- 
fected by the 
COVID-19  Coron- 
avirus. 

The faith-based or- 
ganization said it has 
donated over 


iat 
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$150,000 to Trillium 
Health Partners in 
Mississauga and 
$70,000 to William 
Osler Health System 
in Brampton to sup- 
port the purchase of 
high-priority equip- 
ment and relief ef- 
forts. 

The announcement 
was made after the 
outbreak of the virus, 
which has function- 
ally shut down most 
industries within the 
region and led to an 
increased focus on 
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the distinct health 
systems and_ their 
needs supporting pa- 
tients afflicted with 
the virus. 

According to recent 
figures released by 
the federal Ministry 
of Health, 30 to 70 
per cent of Canadians 
are expected to get 
the virus at some 
point during the out- 
break. 

“When we saw the 
strain on our health 
care system, we knew 
we had to act deci- 


sively,” said ICNA 
chair [jaz Tahir. 
“This gift is part of a 
larger campaign 
where we as a Mus- 
lim community are 
stepping up to help 
our neighbours in 
need.” 

For both hospitals, 
which collectively 
serve several million 
residents living 
within Peel Region 
and —_ surrounding 
areas, those most im- 
pacted by the virus 
will require care in 


one of the hospital’s 
intensive care units. 
“Now more than 
ever, our community 
must rally together 
behind our health 
care workers and our 
hospitals,” said Ken 
Mayhew, the presi- 
dent and CEOof 
Osler Foundation. 
“Donations, such as 
(this) one, help give 
our frontline workers 
the tools they will 
need to save lives.” 
“Tt is inspiring to 
see organizations like 
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ICNA Relief Canada 
come forward during 
a time of unprece- 
dented need,” said 
Caroline Riseboro, 
president and CEO of 
Trillium Health Part- 
ners Foundation. 
“Thank you for step- 
ping up to help Tril- 
lium Health Partners 
respond to COVID- 
19 by donating funds 
that will match the 
crucial gifts that oth- 
ers in the community 
make, doubling their 
impact!” 

Donations made to 
Osler Foundation 
will also be matched 
by RBC Dominion 
Securities wealth ad- 
visor Steve Robin- 
son, up to an amount 
of $250,000, as part 
of Osler’s #Health- 
careHeroes cam- 

aign. 

Residents able to 
make a donation or 
supply needed equip- 
ment (such as med- 
ical masks or 
personal protective 
equipment) are 
asked to contact the 
hospitals at trillium- 
giving.ca/covidi9 or 
oslerfoundation.org/ 
covidig. 


Cargo provider keeps local goods moving during outbreak 


During a period of 
extraordinary de- 
mand, a local 
provider has stepped 
up operations to en- 
sure that critical sup- 
ply chains remain 
functional. 

Mississauga’s Car- 
gojet announced a set 
of business measures 
last week that are in- 
tended to keep goods 
flowing across the 
country as it deals 
with the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

The cargo provider 
said in a statement 


last week that it is ex- 
periencing “signifi- 
cantly higher 


demand” from _vari- 
ous points in the 
Canadian supply 
chain, including es- 
sential supplies, e- 
commerce and health 
care. 

To that end, the 
provider said several 
new measures have 
been put into place to 
ensure that demand 
is satisfied, including 
a temporary daily 
cash allowance and 
additional _ benefit 
support for all Cargo- 
jet employees, en- 
hanced cleaning 
measures throughout 
its network, including 
all cargo planes, con- 


tainers, packages and 
facilities, redeploying 
aircraft back to its 
Canadian Overnight 
network, supporting 
key supply routes to 
Northern communi- 
ties and increasing 
co-ordination with 
customers through 
additional communi- 
cation and_ service 
levels. 

“Cargojet is very 
well-prepared and is 
doing everything pos- 
sible to keep the criti- 
cal supply-chains 
moving within 
Canada and on our 
Transborder _ serv- 
ices,” a company rep- 


resentative said last 
week. “Everyone on 
the Cargojet Team is 
fully committed and 
proud to be working 
diligently to provide 
these essential serv- 


ices to our customers 
and ultimately to 
those that need it 
most.” 

The company, 
headquartered on 
North Sheridan Way, 


utilizes a fleet of 26 
all-cargo aircraft serv- 
ing 15 major cities to 
deliver over eight mil- 
lion pounds of goods 
weekly across North 
America. 
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COVID-19: The Situation Overseas and My Story 


by Vidya Gopaul 


It all started five 
years ago. 

As a member of the 
Baha'i faith, I had the 
opportunity to go ona 
nine-day spiritual pil- 
grimage to visit the 
Shrines of Baha’u’llah 
and the Bab in Haifa, 
Israel. 

This is a once in a 
lifetime choice for 
those who have the op- 
portunity to take part 
in such a pilgrimage. 

However, a _ Baha'i 
cannot just randomly 
go on such a pilgrim- 
age. He or she has to 
apply for it to the Uni- 
versal House Of Justice 
of Baha'is in Haifa, Is- 
rael. 

They are placed on a 
waiting list, and once 
their number is se- 
lected, they are invited 
on a date of their 
choice. I waited for five 
years for my number to 
be selected, and I was 
selected to go on sucha 
pilgrimage on Mar. 9 - 
20. 

I started to plan for 
this special and spiri- 
tual trip to Haifa last 
summer, and it is a 
long process from start 
to finish. 

Finally I was able to 
get the best price for a 
flight from Toronto to 
Tel Aviv, Israel and a 
hotel in Haifa. 

I booked a flight on 
Ukraine International 
Airlines to leave Pear- 
son International Air- 
port on Mar. 7 and 
return on Mar. 21. 

My wife and I were 
extremely happy that 


we would celebrate the 
Baha'i Naw-Ruz, the 
New-year as we call it, 
in Haifa, the most spir- 
itual place for the Ba- 
ha'is. 

We already had 
packed our luggage, in- 
cluded all our neces- 
sary medicines and 
secured all our impor- 
tant travel documents 
when we, like many 
others across the world, 
were rocked by news of 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

Two weeks prior to 
our departure date, I 
was very carefully 
watching news regard- 
ing the pandemic in 
two countries, Ukraine 
and Tel Aviv, Israel. 
Our flight had a 
stopover in Kiev, 
Ukraine before heading 
to Tel Aviv. 

At that time, I did not 
hear any news about 
COVID-19 in Kiev, but 
there was only one case 
in Tel Aviv. 

I told myself, "The 
risk is very low in these 
two countries; hence, 
our plan is still a go." 

However, one week 
before our departure, I 
went ice fishing for the 
last time this season on 
the frozen lake of Sim- 
coe. My body was car- 
rying on with the 
fishing, but my mind 
was thinking about the 
upcoming trip. 

As the days pro- 
gressed, news about the 
spread of the virus was 
getting worse and 
worse. However, the 
spread of the virus in 


Ukraine and Tel Aviv 
was close to none. 

I thought, even if the 
spread of the virus is 
nonexistent in those 
two countries, what 
would happen if we 
come across someone 
who has it on an air- 
plane, at the airport in 
Kiev or in Tel Aviv? 

At that time, the virus 
had already spread in 
Iran and people were 
dying in larger num- 
bers. 

Many Middle East- 
erners travel through 
Kiev to come to 
Canada. What would 
happen if we come 
across them at the Kiev 
airport, because we 
were to layover for 
about four hours there? 
What would happen if 
we caught the virus in 
Haifa? Where we 
would get the treat- 
ment? What if the Is- 
raeli government 
automatically quaran- 
tined us upon arrival? 
What abot the unex- 
pected financial burden 
that would have been 
on our shoulders? 

All those thoughts 
played in my mind for 
days, and finally, I 
made the executive de- 
cision to cancel our trip 
all together for the ben- 
efit of our health and 
those of our loved ones. 
Not to mention allevi- 
ating any unexpected 
financial burden. 

Even though there 
was no ban on travel to 
Ukraine and Israel by 
Canada’s Global Affairs 
Department, I can- 


celled my trip on Mar. 
1, less than a week be- 
fore we were set to 
leave. I also cancelled 
our hotel reservation in 
Haifa. I had to pay a 
hefty financial penalty 
for both reservations, 
but that was worth it. 

For a few thousand 
dollars, we still have 
our health, the health 
of our loved ones and 
less stress on our gov- 
ernment should we 
have been stranded in 
Israel. 

It’s been reported 
that Canadians have 
been stranded in Peru, 
Morocco, Ecuador, 
Spain, Honduras and 
various other places in 
the world. Our govern- 
ment is trying its level 
best to bring them 
home. As our Prime 
Minister had said a few 
days ago, it is not very 
practical to bring all 
stranded Canadians 
home. Some will be left 
behind. 

It makes me sad to 
hear that some are not 
taking the virus seri- 
ously. I heard on the 
news that a family said, 
on the way to the 
Caribbean Island for 
March Break, that 
"(they had) planned 
this trip for a long time, 
and cost us a lot of 
money. 

“T am not going to 
cancel it, and I will take 
my chances!" a family 
member said. 

Others are saying, "I 
am young and healthy. 
I will not catch this 
virus.” 


Guess what? The 
news just broke that 
someone under the age 
of 18 has contracted the 
virus. 

Some of us are not 
using common sense. 
They are not thinking 
for the long term. As 
that old saying goes, 
"Short term pain for 
long term gain." 

That is exactly what I 
did when I cancelled 
my trip. 

Just after I cancelled 
my trip I learned that 
all travellers entering 
Israel would be quaran- 
tined for fourteen days. 
You have to find your 
way home to Canada 
on your own at your 
own cost. 

Some people are pay- 
ing in thousands to re- 
book their airplane 
tickets. The uncertain- 
ties of staying in for- 
eign countries are 
enormous and scary. 

Moreover, the Israeli 
government advised its 
citizens not to pray in 
big numbers in Bethle- 
hem, Jerusalem and at 
the Walling Wall. 

I am very sure that 
our pilgrimage would 
have been interrupted, 
because many Baha'is 
from all around the 
world visit the city to 
take part in it. 

We could have been 
quarantined for 14 
days, could not have 
come home on the 
same airline tickets and 
hence would have had 
to purchase new ones, 
would have hefty finan- 
cial burden - and we 


could have been in- 
fected along the way. In 
Canada, we would have 
to be quarantined and 
may have placed the 
lives of our friends, rel- 
atives and the loved 
ones in jeopardy. 

Sacrificing this pil- 
grimage was not an 
easy task to do, espe- 
cially when I waited for 
five years to get an invi- 
tation. 

As painful, excruciat- 
ing, heartbreaking and 
aching as it was to pur- 
posefully and deliber- 
ately make such a 
decision, I did it for our 
health and the health 
and well being of our 
loved ones, especially 
for our new grandson, 
Kaiden. 

Let's do our part to 
stop the outbreak. 
Obey the government 
guidelines, carry on our 
civic duties, practice 
social distancing and 
stay home. Do_ not 
travel outside the coun- 
try if you don't have to, 
do it for the betterment 
of your friends, fami- 
lies, relatives, co-work- 
ers, your fellow citizens 
and most importantly, 
for your country. 

This way, you will not 
jeopardize the lives 
around you and the 
health care providers. 
Sacrificing it now will 
go a long way. 

As that old_ saying 
goes, "Better be safe 
than sorry." Money is 
not everything. Health 
is. 
If you have health, 
you have wealth! 


New accessibility certification rating available for local business 


Brampton has 
been selected as one 
of ten municipalities 
in Ontario where 
local organizations 
are eligible to apply 
for a program that 
rates how accessible 
buildings are for 
people with disabili- 
ties, the city an- 
nounced earlier this 
month. 

Non-profit, public 
and private organi- 
zations across the 
city are encouraged 
to take advantage of 
the free Rick Hansen 
Foundation Accessi- 
bility Certification 
(HFAC) rating to 
better understand 
their building’s level 
of accessibility and 
identify ways to 


make improve- 
ments. 

Buildings that 
achieve a _ high 


enough rating will 
become Rick 
Hansen Foundation 
Accessibility Certi- 
fied or Accessibility 
Certified Gold. 

The program is a 
provincially-funded 
initiative created in 
partnership with the 
Rick Hansen Foun- 
dation, with the goal 
of making commu- 
nities more accessi- 
ble. 

The funding will 
enable many organi- 
zations to under- 
stand and showcase 
their building’s ac- 
cessibility, and help 
inform their future 


accessibility plans 
with respect to the 
built environment, 
said a representative 
from the foundation. 
“This is a great op- 
portunity for organ- 
izations to help 
make Ontario more 
inclusive for our 
aging population 
and the growing 
number of people 
with disabilities,” 
said the foundation’s 
vice president, ac- 
cess and inclusion, 
Brad McCannell, 
earlier this month. 
The city was se- 
lected for its popula- 
tion size and 
geographic diversity. 
Around 25 locations 
across Brampton 
will be eligible for 


complimentary 
RHFAC ratings. 

Organizations that 
are rated through 
the RHFAC program 
will get a scorecard 
rating and report of 
key areas of success 
and improvement 
for their location. 

The City of Bramp- 
ton’s Accessibility 
Advisory Commit- 
tee, comprised of 
citizen members, 
will review all 
RHFAC program ap- 
plications. 

“I am proud of the 
work we are doing 
with the community 
to make Brampton 
more accessible for 
people of all ages 
and abilities,” said 
Brampton councillor 
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Pat Fortini, who 
serves as a represen- 
tative on the Acces- 
sibility | Advisory 


Committee. “By re- 
moving barriers, our 
city becomes more 
inclusive and acces- 
sible for all, allowing 
those with disabili- 


ties to participate 
fully in our commu- 
nity.” 
Organizations in- 
terested in partici- 
pating can _ visit 
rickhansen.com/fre 
erating for more in- 
formation. 
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Caledon defers tax payments in response to COVID-19 outbreak 


The Town of Cale- 
don announced 
Tuesday that it has 
deferred all remain- 
ing property tax pay- 
ments for the next 
two months in re- 
sponse to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

The move will help 
taxpayers who are 
experiencing finan- 
cial hardship due to 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, said Mayor 
Allan Thompson. 

“It’s important that 
we do our best to 
help Caledon resi- 


dents during this dif- 
ficult time,” 
Thompson said 


Tuesday. “Deferring 
tax payments _ is 
something that all of 


Council felt strongly 
about, and we hope 
that this will help 
lighten some of the 
stress that taxpayers 
might be feeling at 
this time.” 

The standard prop- 
erty tax due date can 
be deferred from 
May 7 to July 2. Post- 
dated cheques will be 
processed as normal 
unless directed oth- 
erwise, by the tax- 
payer, before Apr. 15. 

Payments for the 
Town’s_ Pre-Autho- 
rized Payment pro- 
gram (PAP) for the 
month of April will 
be processed as nor- 
mal. 

Taxpayers on the 
PAP plan wishing to 


articipate in the de- 
erral program may 
withdraw from the 
PAP program by Apr. 
15, 2020. 

All NSF, interest 
and late payment 


charges will be 
waived from Mar. 24, 
- July 2. 


While Town facili- 
ties are closed, resi- 
dents can provide 
their payment 
through their finan- 
cial institutions/on- 
line banking, credit 
card (online), the 
drop box located out- 
side the main en- 
trance at Town Hall, 
mortgage companies, 
by mail, and Hinouce 
pre-authorized pay- 
ment plans. 


Working Together to Support You During the Pandemic 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


As our federal, 
provincial, and mu- 
nicipal governments 
continue working to 
address the global 
pandemic of COVID- 
19, a key priority is 
sharing factual and 
timely information 
with the public about 
how your govern- 
ments are working to 
contain the spread of 
the virus, and keep 
the public safe. 

Our response to 
COVID-19 requires 
not only a whole-of- 
government ap- 
proach in Ontario. It 
requires provincial, 
federal, and munici- 
pal governments 
working _ together, 


along with our front- 
line workers and first 
responders, the busi- 


ness and manufactur- 
ing community, and 
the public. 

The collaborative 
nature of our re- 
sponse has been fan- 
tastic, truly 
exemplifying the On- 
tario Spirit. 

Under the leader- 
ship of Premier Ford, 
as well as Deputy Pre- 
mier and Minister of 
Health Christine EI- 
liott, Ontario has 
taken continuous ac- 
tion to ensure that the 
health care system, as 
well as the important 
frontline services you 
rely on, remain 
strong. 

With the unani- 
mous support of all 
parties in the Ontario 
Legislature, we 
passed emergency 


legislation that pro- 
vides job-protected 
leave for employees 
who are in isolation 
or quarantine due to 
COVID-19, or those 
who need to be at 
home to care for chil- 
dren because’ of 
school and daycare 
closures or to care for 
other relatives. 

These measures are 
retroactive to Jan. 25, 
2020, the date the 
first | presumptive 
COVID-19 case was 
confirmed in Ontario. 
The legislation also 
makes it clear that 
employees are not re- 
quired to show sick 
notes. 

Additionally, we 
have taken action to 
end all non-urgent 
eviction notices for 


tenants in Ontario 
until further notice. 

For doctors, nurses, 
paramedics, firefight- 
ers, police, and cor- 
rectional officers, we 
will be re-opening 
some child care cen- 
tres so that you will be 
able to access safe, 
local emergency child 
care while at work. 

This is in addition to 
the new Learn at 
Home online portal to 
help students keep 
learning while 
schools remain 
closed. 

We are also sup- 
porting those dealing 
with the economic 
fallout of COVID-19 
in coordination with 
the federal govern- 
ment. As such, we 


welcome the federal 


government’s support 
for individuals during 
this time. 

Federal initiatives 
include waiving the 
one-week waiting pe- 
riod for Employment 
Insurance (EI) for 
those in quarantine, a 
new Emergency Care 
Benefit of up to $900 
biweekly for those in 
quarantine but ineli- 
gible for EI, extending 
the tax filing deadline 
to June 1, 2020, and 
proposed wage subsi- 
dies to help employ- 
ers retain employees 
during this period. 

For more informa- 
tion on federal meas- 
ures, reach out to MP 
Kyle Seeback. 

During this time, 
the most important 
thing you can do is 
practice safe physical 
distancing to protect 
the health of your 
family, your commu- 
nity, and those who 
continue to serve the 
community as front- 
line service staff. 

For many, this will 
be a new and unclear 
concept. Physical dis- 
tancing means keep- 
ing a distance of two 
meters (six feet) from 
others, limiting all 
non-essential trips or 
errands, and stopping 
in-person social gath- 
erings. This includes 
cancelling play dates 
at the playground and 
not having visitors 


over for dinner. 

It’s okay to go out- 
side, but walks 
around the block 
should be for exercis- 
ing, not for socialis- 
ing. However, it is 
also. important to 
check in with others, 
especially vulnerable 
or isolated family 
members and loved 
ones, either by pick- 
ing up the phone or 
through the many 
digital communica- 
tions _ technologies 
available. 

As a reminder, if 
you develop symp- 
toms of COVID-19, 
including cough, 
fever, and breathing 
difficulties, call Tele- 
health at 1-866-797- 
0000 or contact your 
local public health 
unit. 

Be sure to mention 
your symptoms and 
travel history, includ- 
ing any countries you 
may have recently 
visited. 

If you need emer- 
gency medical atten- 
tion, you should call 
911 and mention your 
travel history and 
symptoms. 

My constituency of- 
fice staff and I are 
available to answer 
any questions you 
may have by phone at 
1-800-265-1603 or 
online at _— sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca. 
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Food suppliers hit hard by COVID-19-related school closures 


Ontario food 
suppliers say last 
Thursday’s an- 
nouncement_ to 
close more than 
4,800 Ontario el- 
ementary and 
high schools for 
two weeks fol- 
lowing March 
Break to battle 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
swirling the 
globe is going to 
be painful. 

“These closures 
mean lost sales, 
lost revenues and 
less work for my 
staff unfortu- 
nately. Those are 
the major big 
hits,” said Steve 
Bamford of Mis- 
sissauga, Ont.- 
based Bamford 
Produce Co. Ltd. 
“The government 
is being proactive 
and doing the 
right thing, and I 
totally support 
what they’re 
doing. However 
there’s a finan- 
cial impact at the 
same time.” 


Bamford notes 
that not only is a 
major part of his 
business distrib- 
uting food to 
schools, but also 
the likely closure 
of the 21 univer- 
sities and 24 col- 
leges across the 
province will also 
have a significant 
effect on busi- 
ness. 

As of present 
time, several uni- 
versities have 
cancelled classes 
or moved them to 
online learning. 

“We've lost a 
significant num- 
ber of orders that 
would go out. We 
weren't —antici- 
pating doing any- 
thing going into 
March Break 
which is_ this 
week but the two 
weeks following 


will affect 
things,” said 
Bamford. “I’ve 
made my _ staff 


aware to manage 
people and hours 
against the sales 


and revenues 
coming in. They 
have to increase 
social distancing 
and practice good 
hygiene.” 
Toronto’s Bondi 
Produce Co. Ltd., 
which _— supplies 
high school cafe- 
terias, will also 
be affected. “Our 
buyers were al- 
ready instructed 
last week to cut 
down buying by 
10 percent for 
this coming 
week. We'll prob- 
ably have to in- 
crease that to 30 
percent due to 
the fact that a lot 
of sporting 
events have also 
been cancelled in 
downtown 
Toronto,” says 
Gus Bondi, who 
notes that other 
public safety 
measures imple- 
mented such as 
encouraging peo- 
ple to work from 
home, will also 
affect business. 
Since  Thurs- 


day’s school an- 
nouncement, a 
number of addi- 
tional closures 
have also been 
announced, in- 
cluding Ontario 
casinos, licensed 
childcare facili- 
ties, province- 
wide youth and 
adult sports pro- 
grams, fitness 
chains such as 
GoodLife Fitness 
and many more. 
A lot of the 
company’s busi- 
ness is in the 
downtown core, 
said Bondi.. 

“We're adjust- 
ing our buying 
patterns as we go 
along,” says 
Bondi. “This has 
come very 
quickly. Every- 
thing has devel- 
oped in Ontario 
in the last seven 
days and has hit 
very hard. We’re 
still in shock as 
to how to react to 
it and what to ex- 
pect in the near 
future.” 


With a signifi- 


cant number of 


COVID-19 cases 
that continues to 
climb, this is un- 
familiar territory 


for many. 

“We've been 
through work 
stoppages and 
delays before but 
nothing pan- 
demic-related,” 
says Bamford. 


“The 2003 SARS 
(Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syn- 
drome) outbreak 
was a lot differ- 
ent in how it was 
handled. We saw 
long financial im- 
pact from SARS 
because Toronto 
was considered a 
hotspot for it so 
people didn’t 
book conventions 
or much tourism 
for the next year 
or so afterwards. 
But after that it 


went back to 
being normal. 
This has im- 


pacted the entire 
world, so I don’t 
see that people 


would be worried 
about Toronto 
specifically.” 
Both companies 
note that it’s the 
speed of the deci- 
sions that have 
caught them off- 


guard. 
“We’re all in 
this mess. to- 


ether, and we’ll 
earn from other 
countries on how 
to react and sta- 
bilize the econ- 


omy and_ the 
stock markets,” 
said Bondi. 


Bamford notes 
that what suppli- 
ers are likely 
waiting to hear is 
the emphasis on 
the role of food 
distribution as a 
key industry. 
“We're seeing 
shelves get torn 
apart, on the re- 
tail end and we 
think the govern- 
ment is well 
aware that food 
distribution is an 
essential = serv- 
ice,” he says. 


1-888-444-3659 - 


HELP US HELP ONTARIO 


STOP THESPREAD  ~ 


BUSINESS INFORMATION LINE 
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State of Emergency Declared in Municipalities 


It’s official. 

Following the an- 
nouncement last 
week of emergency 
operations by the 
Region of Peel and 
Town of Caledon, 
Mississauga and 
Brampton have both 
declared a State of 
Emergency. 

The announcement 
will enable both 
cities to have greater 
flexibility when deal- 
ing with a danger of 
major proportions, 
as local hospitals 
gear to handle seri- 
ous cases of the 


COVID-19  Coron- 
avirus. 
“Declaring an 


emergency will help 
us act quickly to 
manage the impacts 
of COVID-19 on our 
residents and busi- 
ness during _ this 
evolving situation,” 
Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie said 
on Monday, shortly 
after signing a decla- 
ration of emergency 
from her home. “The 
health and well- 
being of our resi- 
dents and employees 
is our priority. We 
are looking at the 
long-term impacts of 
this pandemic. De- 
claring an  emer- 
gency along with the 
Region of Peel and 
the Province of On- 
tario will give us the 
flexibility we need as 
a municipality to 
manage the situa- 
tion.” 

The city must be 
ready to act when 
needed, and must 
send a signal to all 
residents that this is 
an unprecedented 
situation that they 
must take seriously, 
she said. 

Crombie’s words 
were echoed _ by 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown, who 
also signed a decla- 
ration of emergency 
on Tuesday from his 
home in the city. 

“We are taking the 
necessary steps to 
protect our commu- 
nity, and the city will 
spare no measure in 
doing so,” said 
Brown. “We all have 
a responsibility in 
this, so at this time 
please stay home. 


We will get through 
this together as a 


city.” 
According to the 
province’s Emer- 


gency Management 
and Civil Protection 
Act, an “Emergency” 
is a situation or an 
impending situation 
that constitutes a 
danger of major pro- 
portions that could 
result in serious 
harm to persons or 
substantial damage 
to property and that 
is caused by the 
forces of nature, a 
disease or other 
health risk, an acci- 
dent or an_ act, 
whether intentional 
or otherwise. 

With the onset of 
the COVID-19 out- 
break and its contin- 
uing impact on Peel 
Region, all three mu- 
nicipalities have 
made _ significant 
short-term changes 
to the way they oper- 
ate. 

All city facilities 
throughout the Re- 
gion, including 
Brampton City Hall, 
Caledon Town Hall, 
Mississauga Civic 
Centre, all recreation 
and community cen- 
tres, libraries, per- 
forming arts venues 
have been closed. 
Further updates will 
be relayed as they 
are announced. 

In Brampton, three 
Task Force groups 
have been activated 
to coordinate access 
to information and 
share resources, as it 
relates to Economic 


Support, Seniors' 
Services and Social 
Support. 


Residents looking 
to coordinate with 
any of these task 
force groups are 
asked to email the 
city at Covidigbusi- 
ness @brampton.ca, 
Covidigsupport@br 
ampton.ca or 
Covidigseniors@bra 
mpton.ca. 

The following 
changes have also 
been enacted in each 
city: 


(Brampton) 
- The city’s Emer- 


gency Management 
Office has activated 


the City of Brampton 
Emergency Re- 
sponse Plan at a 
Level 2, which en- 
ables a more rapid 
response to dedicat- 
ing specific re- 
sources to 
prevention and con- 
tainment. 

- All — city-run 
events taking place 
through Apr. 5 are 
cancelled. All com- 
munity events taking 
place in City facili- 
ties will also be can- 
celled during this 
period. 

- Recreation pro- 
gramming is can- 
celled through Apr. 
5. Full refunds will 
be provided. For 
more information, 
email rec- 
connects @bramp- 
ton.ca. 

- All City Council, 
Committee of Coun- 
cil and Committee of 
Adjustment meet- 
ings are cancelled 
through Apr. 5. 

- Critical services, 
including Fire and 
Emergency Services, 
Brampton Transit, 
Traffic Services, By- 
Law Enforcement, 
Road Operations, 
Security Services, 
Animal Services and 
POA Courts will con- 
tinue to operate as 
normal. 

- Brampton Transit 
will be operating 
with free fares and 
half-capacity seating 
until further notice, 
with frequency 
changes to several 
routes and _ riders 
asked to board at the 
back of the bus. Cus- 
tomers with accessi- 
bility needs who 
require the use of the 
ramp may continue 
to use the front 
doors. For more in- 
formation and 
schedule changes, 
visit bramptontran- 
sit.com. 

- Peel Memorial's 
COVID-19  Assess- 
ment Centre is con- 
tinuing to screen and 
assess those who are 
experiencing possi- 
ble symptoms of the 
virus. The Osler As- 
sessment Centre is 
not a walk-in clinic. 
Assessment Centre 
Hours are from 10 
am to 8 pm, seven 


days a week. 

This facility is lo- 
cated in a self-con- 
tained area at Peel 
Memorial and does 
not impact other pa- 
tients who are at- 
tending the Urgent 
Care Centre or out- 
patient services at 
the site. 


(Caledon) 


- Caledon has acti- 
vated its Emergency 
Operation Centre in 
order to make any 
necessary changes to 
operations, pro- 
grams or service lev- 
els. The Town will 
continue to provide 
updates about any 
service level adjust- 
ments as needed. 

Services will con- 
tinue to be provided 
through Service 
Caledon (phone or 
email) at (905) 584- 
2272, ext. 7750 or 
info@caledon.ca. 
The service runs 
Monday to Friday, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
and through the 
caledon.ca website. 

- Building inspec- 
tions will be con- 
ducted for vacant 
properties only. New 
building permit ap- 
plications are not 
being accepted, but 
applications already 
submitted will con- 
tinue to be 
processed. For more 
information, visit 
caledon.ca/building. 

- Municipal Law 
Enforcement will at- 
tend to urgent, high- 
priority calls. 

- All recreation fa- 
cilities and commu- 
nity centres will be 
closed. March Break 
camps, registered 
programs, and 
rentals will be can- 
celled. 

Refunds will be is- 
sued automatically 
by the Town. Mem- 
berships will be sus- 
pended and 
extended for the du- 
ration of the closure. 

- Several regular 
and planning meet- 
ings in Caledon have 
been cancelled, in- 


cluding the 
Stormwater Man- 
agement Special 
Council Meeting 


(Mar. 31) and Town 


—o- 


Council (Mar. 31). 

- All Provincial Of- 
fences Act matters 
scheduled through 
and including Apr. 3 
will be adjourned 
and rescheduled to a 
later date. For more 
information, visit the 
Ontario Court of 
Justice or call the 
Provincial Offences 
Administration in 
Caledon at (905) 
584-2273. 

- Financial claims 
will continue to be 
adjudicated. Anyone 
wishing to submit a 
claim can do so on- 
line at 
caledon.ca/riskmana 
gment. 

- Town Hall, com- 
munity centres, 
recreation centres 
and all other Town 
offices and buildings 
are closed to the 
public. This  an- 
nouncement applies 
to Town Hall (6311 
Old Church Road), 
Caledon Fire and 
Emergency Services 
administration of- 
fices (6211 Old 
Church Road) and 
the Caledon Animal 
Shelter (12889 Col- 
eraine Drive). 

- A full burn ban is 
in effect. This ban 
applies to all agricul- 
tural, recreational 
and open air fires. 
Residents are ad- 
vised to check for 
updates either on- 
line at 
burnpermits.cale- 
don.ca or by calling 
the burn status hot- 
line (905) 584-2272, 
ext. 4343. Violations 
will result in a mini- 
mum fine of $245. 

- Several public en- 
gagement opportu- 
nities related to the 
Future Caledon - Of- 
ficial Plan Review 
have been cancelled, 
including the Mar. 
26 event at Caledon 
Village Library, Mar. 
28 event at Caledon 
Equestrian Park, and 
Apr. 2 event at Cale- 
don East Fire Hall 
303. For additional 
updates, visit fu- 
ture.caledon.ca. 

- Parking passes 
can still be obtained 


online at 
caledon.ca/parking- 
pass. 


- Fire and emer- 


gency services, road 
operations, priority 
by-law enforcement, 
animal control and 
other services that 
ensure the safety and 
security of its resi- 


dents across’ the 
Town will continue 
to be provided. 


- Tax payments can 
still be made without 
having to visit Town 
Hall: through online 
banking, by credit 
card (online), by 
mail or by the drop 
box located outside 
Town Hall. For more 
information, visit 
caledon.ca/tax. 


(Mississauga) 


- MiWay will be op- 
erating with free 
fares, half-capacity 
and more, while con- 
tinuing to provide 
enhanced microbial 
cleaning of buses. 
The service changes 
will remain in effect 
until further notice - 
for more informa- 
tion and schedule 
changes, visit 
miway.ca/coron- 
avirus. 

- Fire and Emer- 
gency Services will 
continue to operate 
normal service. 

- All city programs 
and activities will be 
cancelled through 
Apr. 5, including 
March break pro- 
grams and activities. 

- Most major 
sports teams and 
leagues have sus- 
pended activities 
and programs. 

- Mississauga’s 
Emergency Opera- 
tions Centre has 
been activated, with 
staff meeting regu- 
larly to monitor, de- 
velop and 
implement response 
measures as the situ- 
ation evolves. To 
learn about the latest 
updates on actions 
taken by the city, 
v i s i t 
mississauga.ca/coro 
navirus. 

- Mississauga's 
Provincial Offences 
Courthouse (950 
Burnhamthorpe 
Road West) will be 
closed until further 
notice. 
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Local Events and Businesses Impacted by COVID-19 
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Regional offices close in 


response to COVID-19 concerns 


The Region of Peel an- 
nounced Friday that it 
will close several build- 
ings to the public and 
make changes to service 
levels in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Peel Region - On- 
tario Works building lo- 
cated at 7120 Hurontario 
Street is closed to the 
public until further no- 
tice, but will remain open 
to staff and contractors. 

The regional offices lo- 
cated at 10 Peel Centre 
Drive will also change 
their availability for pub- 
lic visits. Suite A will be 
closed to the public but 
open to staff and contrac- 
tors. Suite B will be open 
with restricted access to 
the public, but will re- 
main open to staff and 
contractors. 

Residents are asked to 
call the Region at (905) 
791-7800 with their in- 
quiries and to make an 
appointment before com- 


ing to Suite B. Residents 
will be screened at the 
main entrance to Suite B. 

Service Peel counter 
changes are also in effect 
until further notice. 

Human Services recep- 
tion areas will be closed, 
while Ontario Works ap- 
pointments are being 
completed over the 
phone: (905) 793-9200 if 
you live in Brampton or 
Mississauga; 1-800-327- 
5379 if you live in Cale- 
don. 

Anyone needing the 
services of the Regional 
Clerk (Council agendas, 
serving liens, statements 
of claims or Freedom of 
Information Requests) 
can call 905-791-7800, 
ext. 4465 or email re- 
gional.clerk@peelre- 
gion.ca. 

For more information 
on service changes, visit 
peelregion.ca/coron- 
avirus. 
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Let’s keep our habits alive, even after COVID-19 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The COVID-19 
Coronavirus, this 
strange disease, has 
taken over our lives. 

Suddenly, we are not 
able to shake hands 
like we used to. We 
cannot travel the way 
we used to travel. We 
cannot get together as 
a family like we used 
to. 

The buzzwords here 
in Canada have been 
“self-quarantine,” “so- 
cial distancing” and 
“self-isolation”. 

Soon, I expect that 
Namaste's Indian way 
will replace the hand- 
shake as our tradi- 
tional mode _ of 
greeting. 

When German 
Chancellor Angela 
Merkel extended her 
hand at a meeting ear- 
lier this month to her 
interior minister, 
Horst Seehofer, he de- 
clined and waved her 
away. 

His action, pre- 
Coronavirus, should 
have been the epitome 
of bad manners. But, 


with 26,220 cases now 
confirmed in Ger- 
many and 111 deaths, 
he was quickly held u 
by a laughing Merkel, 
who said: "It was the 
right thing to do." 

It’s the same here in 
Canada. People are 
afraid of shaking 
hands, or even going 
too close to each other. 

The COVID-19 
Coronavirus is chang- 
ing social interaction 
around the globe. 
Cheek-kisses, hand- 
shakes and embraces 
— the usual greetings 
that are embedded in 
our society — are not 
as welcome as they 
once were. 

In France, the Min- 
ister of Health, Olivier 
Véran, has urged peo- 
ple to cut down on 
embraces and kisses, 
even after the French 
president, Emmanual 
Macron, was seen 
kissing the Italian 
prime minister, 
Giuseppe Conte, twice 
at a summit in Naples 
earlier this month. 

“Shaking hands is 
disgusting,” said 
Nicky Milner, director 
of medical education 
at Anglia Ruskin Uni- 
versity in England, 
during a recent inter- 
view. 


She pointed to re- 
search showing that 
we are carrying an av- 
erage of 3,200 bacte- 
ria from 150 different 
species on our hands 
at any one time. On 
average, in our life- 
time, we'll shake 
hands 15,000 times, 
she said. 

A handshake dou- 
bles the measure of 
microscopic organ- 
isms contrasted with 
the “snappier” move 
of high-fiving some- 
one. 

"In case you're shak- 
ing hands, you will 
find in general al 

ou set up your palms 
nil fold your fingers 
over. Though, when 
you limit the contact 
between the skin, you 
have a little surface 
zone wherein there are 
small scale creatures, 
so they move less. It's 
all likelihood," she 
said. 

In the vast majority 
of nations, a hand- 
shake is formal. It's 
expected. It's utilized 
in meetings and wel- 
come. It closes busi- 
ness. 

It's such a classic 
method of socializa- 
tion that we perform it 
without thinking. It's 
not just about making 


proper acquaintance. 


That loops back 
around to proper 
cleanliness. 


The World Health 
Organization's direc- 
tor of global infectious 
hazard preparedness, 
Sylvie Briand, has 
embraced the elbow 
knock, foot shakes, 
waves, and the "wai" 
as more secure op- 
tions for socialization, 
in contrast to shaking 
hands. 

Dr. Adam 
Kucharski, associate 
professor at the Lon- 
don School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medi- 
cine, has also brought 
up how social conduct 
and perceived invul- 
nerability shapes in- 
fection transmission. 
On decreasing hand- 
shakes and kisses, he 
stated: "Clearly every 
one of these things can 
lessen transmission, 
yet there's no handy 
solution." 

To reduce the spread 
of COVID-19, it isn’t 
reliant on just one per- 
son rolling out a single 
improvement to their 
overall conduct, said 
Kucharski. “It will be 
a progression of 
changes over a few 
parts of their con- 
duct." 


Awareness of and 
adjusting socialization 
methods in gather- 
ings, especially with 
older individuals, may 
literally be a matter of 
life and death. 

If Canadians some- 
how happened to be 
appraised for their 
habits, I figure we 
would score inade- 
quately, and here area 
couple of reasons con- 
cerning why. 

Let us start with 
basic essential cleanli- 
ness. It seems that nu- 
merous _ individuals 
missed the nursery 
school exercise about 
washing hands before 
and after meals, anda 
not-insignificant 
number of them don’t 
wash their hands afte 
rusing the washroom 
or tidying up garbage. 

Certain industries 
that deal in natural 
minerals, skilled 
trades or other func- 
tions that require 
physical labour can 
also cause unhygienic 
and unsafe situations. 

Others don’t wash 
their hands after rub- 
bing their armpit, 
scratching their faces 
while sweating or 
cleaning themselves 
up after suffering an 
minor injury. 


Every one of these 
propensities doesn't 
have an upbeat clo- 
sure, for everythin 
closes with unwashe 
hands that end up in 
handshakes and, 
sometimes, in other 
body parts. 

When all of this 
franticness and confu- 
sion is behind us, I 
trust that we will have 
gotten the hang of 
something more than 
social separation. I be- 
lieve we will have be- 
come aces regarding 
private space. 

There is something 
about us Canadians 
that lead us to come 
close to each other, 
often shamelessly. We 
do not believe that 
anyone should enjoy 
at least a few meters of 
fresh air and space 
around. 

Hopefully, all of us 
will realize that re- 
specting private space 
isn't just about accept- 
able habits - the 
method we use to so- 
cialize may directly 
impact our health and 
our wellbeing. 

Here's to trusting 
that — self-awareness 
and respect will drive 
proper hygienic habits 
moving forward and 
into the future. 


Local financial provider adds political star power to board 


Mississauga-based 
goeasy Ltd. has added 
a former cabinet min- 
ister to its board of di- 
rectors. 

The local financial 
provider, which offers 
goods and alternative 
financial services to 
clients, annouced ear- 
lier this week that the 
Honourable James 
Moore is the newest 
appointee to _ its 
board. 

Moore joins the 
board as an accom- 
plished and deco- 
rated government 
relations advisor with 
a career Spanning 20 
years of experience in 
public service and ad- 
visory, having estab- 
lished himself early in 
the political arena by 
becoming the 
youngest ever Mem- 
ber of Cabinet and 
Member of Parlia- 
ment in British Co- 
lumbia, first elected 


at the age of 24. 

Moore went on to 
be the third youngest 
cabinet minister in 
Canadian history as 
part of Prime Minis- 
ter Stephen Harper’s 
Conservative govern- 
ment. 

His most notable 
current roles are in 
advisory for both 
Denton’s LLP and 
Edelman, two indus- 
try leading organiza- 
tions that help 
corporations navigate 
complex issues. 

At Denton’s, Moore 
offers consult to local, 
national and interna- 
tional clients across 
many industries on 
investment decisions, 
government and reg- 
ulatory affairs, and 
public policy. 

At Edelman, he 
supplies advice on 
public affairs, com- 
munications strategy, 
crisis management 


and public relations 
across broad _plat- 
forms of interest. 

In addition to ex- 
pertise in government 
relations and corpo- 
rate advisory, 
Moore’s current 
board roles include 
work with the 
Canada-China Busi- 
ness Council, Busi- 
ness Council of B.C., 
Concussion Legacy 
Foundation, and as 
the Vice-Chair on the 
Canadian Cancer So- 
ciety. He also stays 
connected to the Gov- 
ernment of Canada as 
a current member of 
the NAFTA Advisory 
Council. 

Moore started his 
academic pursuits in 
Business Administra- 
tion at Douglas Col- 
lege and continued 
his education by com- 
pleting a Bachelor of 
Arts at the University 
of Northern B.C. He 


then went on to com- 
plete his MA at the 
University of 
Saskatchewan. 

“We are thrilled to 
have James join the 
goeasy Board and we 
look forward to 
adding his deep ex- 
pertise in government 
relations and com- 
munications, as we 
advance our mission 
to provide everyday 
Canadians with ac- 
cess to credit,” sai 


goeasy executive 
chairman David In- 
gram. 

The company, 
which offers non- 
prime leasing and 
lending services 


through its easyhome 
and easyfinancial di- 
visions, has several 
offices throughout 
the country, and cur- 
rently oversees more 
than 2,000 employ- 
ees, 
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James Moore (Submitted Photo) 
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PEEL CHILDREN’S AID 


FOUNDATION 


March 25, 2020 


To our Peel Children’s Aid Foundation family, 


Many things have transpired in this last week and | wanted to provide you with an update. During this 
pandemic Peel Children’s Aid Foundation will continue our commitment to children, youth, and families 
involved with Peel Children’s Aid. Our children, youth and families are especially vulnerable during these 
uncertain times. 


Can you imagine being a child in care or a youth living independently during this pandemic? These are the 
children that need your support now more than ever before. 


We are reminded of a famous quote from Mr. Rogers during these times. “When | was a boy and | would 
see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, “look for the helpers. You will always find people 
who are helping”. ~ Mister Rogers 


We need our friends to ensure that Peel Children’s Aid Foundation can continue to be “the helpers” to the 
most vulnerable children, youth and families in Peel. 


Here are some somber facts to help you understand the challenges our families are facing: 


e With COVID-19 closing daycares, schools, libraries, and our youth programs, our families who were 
already living on the margins are being pushed past the brink of survival. 

e Stress is a contributing factor in domestic violence and child abuse, therefore, an increase in cases is 
expected. 

e As the price of food and goods is rising and shortages emerge, our families are not able to stock up 
on supplies and groceries. Many of our single moms are going hungry to feed their children. 

e For our youth living on their own, many have already been laid off from their jobs. These are the 
same youth with little to no support system around them. Without this steady income, many will be 
evicted and at an increased risk of homelessness. 


Our Child Protection Workers at Peel Children’s Aid are working hard to ensure the safety and well-being of 
our children, youth, and families. Our children, youth, and families are a priority and we are reaching out to 
them to discuss how we can further support them. 


For more information on how to help us fund new urgencies, please contact Renae Addis, Executive 
Director, via email raddis@peelcas.org or phone 905 363 6131 x1152. 


Thank you for your on-going commitment to our children, youth, and families. Stay safe and healthy! 
“Never trust your fears, they don’t know your strength” ~ unknown 


Be well everyone, 


fsh2 


Renae Addis 
Executive Director 


Peel Children's Aid Foundation 6860 Century Avenue, West Tower Mississauga, ON LSN 2W5S 
T 905 363-6131 ext. 1155 F 905 363-6133 www.peelcaf.com Charitable Business Number 86452 1240 RROOO! 
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Apply. Train. Hired. 


® Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? Begin your tech career by 
completing our Junior IT Analyst Program 
in only 15 weeks. 


Program is fully funded (no-cost) for accepted applicants. 


APPLY NOW! Training Starts May 2020 
www.npowercanada.ca/youth 


Scan for Info Important Information: 
[a] ae ts io) Monday to Friday - May 18 - August 28, 2020 
Location: Suite 138, 75 Watline Avenue, Mississauga 
Contact: Jamal Brooks - 647-327-3999 or 
ey S feck, | 
: ata a ag = Sheryll Smith - 416-579-1646 
- ae i sheryll.smith@npowercanada.ca 
ee A is" www.npowercanada.ca/youth 


